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History of the JCNA Biennial Meet/Challenge Championship 
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The JCNA Biennial Meet, known today as Challenge Championship, was the product of more than one club member's imagination. As the club grew in stature during the 1960s and 1970s, members in every region looked at the annual championships held by other British car clubs and thought: "We can do that too!" The event came together for the first time in 1983 when the Rocky Mountain Jaguar Club decided: "Now or never!" They picked a date, booked hotels and got in touch with JCNA headquarters for a sanction. The result, held at 8,000 feet in Snowmass, next door to Aspen, was the first Biennial.

1983 - Snowmass, Co: The first JCNA Biennial hosted by the Rocky Mountain Jaguar Club. Close to 100 Jaguars were entered. More than 200 people came to work, spectate and enjoy themselves. Although with an accent on the Western half of the continent, it was JCNAs first true “national” show.
1985 - Lake of the Ozarks : Hosted by the Heart of America Jaguar Club, this Biennial offered Midwest hospitality, waterskiing on the lake, rallying around mountain roads and a cascade of Jaguars around the edge of the Tan-Ta-Ra resort golf course.

1987 - Boston, Mass : Biennial number three took place outside Boston in the midst of an August drought! For many members, the guest speaker was the main event. F.R.W. “Lofty” England had been Jaguar racing manager at Le Mans in the 1950s and rose to become chief executive of the company on Sir William Lyons’ retirement.

1989 - Bend, Ore.: The Jaguar Owners Club of Oregon, based in Portland, hosted this show with guest speaker Paul Skilleter; editor of what has become Jaguar World Monthly, the world’s leading commercial Jaguar publication.

1991 - St Louis, MO: The Jaguar Association of Greater St. Louis hosted this show, the first held in the heart of downtown instead of the country. Jaguar took the opportunity to display, for the first time, the re-styled 1992 XJS.
1993 - Mahwah, NJ: The Jaguar Touring Club organized this biennial at Jaguar Cars’ North American headquarters in Mahwah, New Jersey. Close to 150 entries were there, setting a record for the concours, staged in Jaguar’s parking lot.

1995 - Milwaukee, Wisc.: The association of a car club and a zoo could have negative connotations but Wisconsin Jaguars Limited, hosts of the biennial meet in Milwaukee, had a better idea. They staged their own concours and the 1995 biennial at the Milwaukee zoo.

1997 - Stratton Mountain, Vt: The Jaguar Association of New England hosted the show at the Stratton Mountain ski resort in Vermont. Entries came from as far south as Florida and from Ottawa to the north. As it turned out, this was the last show to have the name “Biennial Meet.”
1999 - Colorado Springs, Colo.: The growth of the Biennial meets through the years had made them more and more difficult for a single JCNA affiliate club to set up and operate. In 1998, the Board of Directors named Barbara Grayson from Oregon as Special Events Coordinator and gave her the task of managing the 1999 biennial, which was called “The International Jaguar Festival.”
2001 - Franklin, Tenn: Following the Colorado Springs event, JCNA re-named the show the “JCNA Challenge Championship.” On the day of the concours, more than 175 Jaguars were on hand. Featured was the largest number of Jaguar C and D-types ever assembled in one spot.
2003 - Phoenix, Az.: The scenic desert and mountains seemed a perfect choice for the next edition. The rally visiting the famous Sedona’s Red Rocks, a taste of the Old West at a ghost town and the concours held in Phoenix’s Heritage Square were some of the highlights enjoyed by more than 100 Jaguars driven from as far as Canada and the East Coast. 
2005 - Braselton, Ga.: The North Georgia Jaguar Club dished up some Southern hospitality as it hosted the 2005 Challenge Championship at Chateau Elan Resort, north of Atlanta. Besides attracting an impressive display of XK120s, XK140s and XK150s, the Concours marked the 30th anniversary of the XJS, one of Jaguar Cars’ most popular designs.
2007 - Indianapolis, Ind.: Monument Circle in downtown Indianapolis will be the setting for the latest edition of the Challenge Championship Concours hosted by the Jaguar Association of Greater Indiana. Activities for participants will take place at the famous Indianapolis Motor Speedway and around the Indianapolis area.
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The Red Rocks of Sedona provided a picturesque backdrop for Jaguars at the 2003 Challenge Championship in Phoenix, Ariz.  








