HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

The birth of sports car racing was spawned from the GI’s return from WWII.  While in Europe they were exposed to light weight sporty cars that just didn’t exist in the United States.  So when they got home they started to import them.  In just a few years the Sports Car Club of America was formed and racing began.

It would only seem logical that given the population centers of the east coast and west coast that you would find strong racing interests in those areas.  So how did a little village in southeastern Wisconsin become an international race destination?    Elkhart Lake was a tourist destination with many people throughout the Midwest arriving by train.  After WWII tourism was down.  The Chicago region SCCA was looking for a place to run a race on public roads.  After a lot of searching they thought the area around Elkhart Lake would work well.  Two of those SCCA people were, Fred Wacker and Jim Kimberly, high profile businessmen who knew how to get things done.  They went to local business owners in the area and pitched the idea of a race.  Everyone was on board and hoped to revive the tourism industry.  The first race was July 23rd 1950.  The first race was very much a Chicago region event.  There were five races.  The cars were divided into over and under 1500 cc.  There were races for novice and experienced drivers. The event was a success with over 5,000 spectators.

The 1951 race was heavily promoted by SCCA throughout the U.S.  The race track course was enlarged to 6.5 miles from the 1950 track which was 3.5 miles long.  The event was now two days long with a concours, rally and street dance on Saturday and races on Sunday.


The rally started from different locations throughout the U.S.  
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Check points were set up and more points were awarded for a greater distance from Elkhart Lake.  The overall winner was Morgan Sinclaire who drove his Allard from Santa Monica California, a total driving distance of 2,241 miles at 41 miles per hour.  Second place went to R.H. Riecken who drove his Ford from Cambridge Massachusetts.  He drove 1,195 miles at 39 mph.  The third place went to Paul Dillion from Babylon New York. He drove his MG-TD 994 miles at 35 mph.  At this time there was not a network of interstate highways to make life easy.  There certainly was not an Allard or MG dealer in every town.  It was quite an adventure.  The races brought in 98 entrants for 1951.  Like the rally cars most of the race cars were driven to Elkhart Lake, raced, and driven home.  There were three scheduled races.  The first race was for novices.  The race was won by Roger Wing from Bethesda Maryland driving an XK120 Jaguar.  Maybe after driving that far to get to the event he should not have been considered a novice.  Second place went to Frank Bott driving Dave Garroways Jaguar SS-100.  The second race was to be a ladies race.  Bad weather was coming in so they cancelled that race to make time for the main feature.  The feature race was 30 laps.  The race was won by John Fitch driving a Cunningham.  This car was driven from Florida to Elkhart Lake.  Michael Graham driving an Allard came in second.  The “Silverstone” Jaguars finished third and fourth.  These were actually the factory LTW2 and LTW3.  These cars were built in case the C-types were not ready for LeMans.  They actually came in first and second in their class.  Phil Hill beat out Jorge Malbrand, from Argentina, for the top Jaguar.  The 1951 event brought an estimated 50,000 spectators.
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The promoters built on the success of 1951 to make the 1952 event even bigger. The event became three days in legnth.  It was now called the Elkhart Lake International Road Race and Monte Carlo Rally.  The competition of the rally and concours was held on Friday.  The overall winner of the rally was Dorothy Dickinson driving an MG-TC from Long Beach California.  She truly deserved that win.  The second place award for “Best Performance by a car under 1500cc’s” went to a team of ladies from Los Angeles California, driving and MG-TD.
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Saturday was the Sheldon Cup race.  This feature race was for cars of 1950 cc to 4000 cc.  It was Phil Hill who drove the Jaguar C-Type to a win.  This would be the C-types first win in North America.  Phil Walter drove a Ferrari to
second place.  Third place went to George Weaver driving another C-Type.  The Saturday concours saw winners such as a 1909 Hup mobile, 1919 Loco mobile and a 1928 Mercedes Benz Phaeton.


Sunday’s first race was the Kimberly Cup.  This was for cars under 1950cc.  This race saw over 20 MG’s enter.  It was the Osca of Bill Spears that took the checkered flag.  Second and third places were taken by Porsches.  The big race for the day was the Elkhart Lake Cup.  This race was open to all cars no matter the displacement.  The race was 201.5 miles in length. Once again it was John Fitch in a Cunningham that won the race.  This year it was an all Cunningham podium.  Out powered, the two Jaguar C-Types finished fourth and fifth.                                                          
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The 1952 event was a huge success.  The spectator count was estimated at over 100,000 people.  The population of the Village of Elkhart Lake was less than 1000.  For that weekend in September it was the center of the racing world.  Due to safety concerns open road racing was banned and a new era of racing would begin, but not until 1955.


You may think that you missed your chance to experience those glory years.  You would be wrong!  The 2015 JCNA Challenge Championship will be Held September 16th – 20th 2015 in Elkhart Lake with many activities at the Road America race track.  The Vintage
 Sports Car Drivers Association is welcoming the Challenge Championship to the 30th Anniversary of the Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival, a nationally recognized vintage race festival that brings in almost 300 race teams.

Test your skills at the slalom on Thursday while racers are honing their own skills on the track.  You will be able to prep your car for the Friday concours and watch the races at the same time.  The concours will take place at one of the best viewing spots at the track.  The rally will traverse the beautiful rolling hills of the Kettle Moraine.  It will take place on Saturday morning.  There has never been a Challenge Championship like this and there never will be again.

That should be enough to get you planning to attend.  This event will offer much more. There will be lunch time touring on the track both Saturday and Sunday.  Do you want a ride in a pace car for one of the races?  How about a ride in a race car?  Let us know.  The 24th annual Road Course Reenactment will happen Saturday afternoon.  This is a police escort of the original road course.  This is open to all race cars and street cars.  The reenactment will stop on Lake Street in the village.  Lake Street was part of the original road course.  The street will be shut down for a car show.   As that show ends the Gather on the Green concours begins on the back lawn of the Osthoff Resort.  This is an invitation only concours and you’re invited.  At the end of the concours is the VSCDA banquet.  Sunday will be a full day of racing.  The Jaguar feature race will be right after lunch.  Before the main feature there will be a Jaguar parade lap for all street cars and also any race cars that are not racing.  Two major events, one location, Road America, Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin!
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